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From: CommZn<er, Eichth Coat Guard District 
To: Distribution 

Subj: APPLICA5ILITY OF TONNAGE b!EASUEEMENT SYSTEXS TO U.S. FLAG 
VESSELS 

Ref: (z) Navigation end Vessel Inspection Circulx No. 11-93 

1. Some compenies hsve experience5 difficulties in foreign ports 
when the U.S. tonnqe for their vessels is not rEcocnized by the 
covernment's meritirne cfficisls. In an attempt to help these 
compenies, scme OCXIs hzve written letters exp1einir.c that the 
United Stetes . - hes determInea that these vessels qxlify to retain 
their nztionel tonnece for certain intsrnstion21 conventions. 
Enclosure (I) is provi<e", ES z stendere forrnet fzr CC?IIs who 
choose to iss*de SXCh letter. 

2. Reference (2) provices qdidxxe rESZrdiric the css of nsticnsl 
tonnege on certein vessels m&ins internetionel voyzces. It 
crants to the Americen Eureeu of ShiDDina (AES) .zZ Det Norske __ 
Veritas (DNV) the responsibility of issuing U.S. Tormece 
Certificate to U.S. vessels. Enclosure (1) to rsference (2) 
discusses iss*xEnce of z U.S. Tonr.ese Certificete by either ASS or 
DW. 

3. Some U.S. companies h2ve encountered expensive deleys when 
foreign euthorities feil to recognize these clessificetion 
society is= -ueZ tonnZ.ge certificetes. The confusion by foreian 
coxrernments often h2s to do with their questionirc the 
ZDDlicebilitv of netiOn tcnnZCE conventions fcr-internetiorxl 
tkL.eties such 2s SOLAS, STCW end W.RFOL. 

L? _. In sey;erel czsss OCE!I letters hsve bec,n eccerJtz< in the 
foreian ports a-d heve prove? verir b;er,Eficiel to vessel cwners. 
Although there is no reqirement for OCMIs to issue letters of 
this type, enclosure (1) skcld ke cse", 2s the fcrm2t fcr 2"y 
future letters th2t they decitie to issue. 

5. Comii~~ts cT rqcests for sdCition,~l informZric#n me? be 
z2dressed to LT Keith FordhEn 2.t (504) 589-6743. 

~ti//d%--- 
JdW. CALE:OUN 
Ey tiirection 

Encl: (1) Sample Formet Letter 

Dist: All Eighth District Cozstzl p!SOs 2nd E!SU 



Vessel Owner 
?.ttn: 
Vessel Owner Strec_t 
City, St2.te Zip 

Lu,i,,,iallullryj UIIILCI 

United States Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Center 

--, , . .  -.,-h.w.,.. 

Washingtcn. DC 20590-0~1 
staff Symtxl: MSC-3 
Phone: (2c21366-6Yl 
Fax: (202) 360’3877 

Seri21 
DEte 

F&: VESSEL Nk??E, 
0-N. @@@OCOO 

Dezr Vessel Owner: 

This is in rEs3onsc to your fzx of XXX:J.XX:~X,‘r~ciles~ina th2t the 
U.S. Coest Gusd provide 2 cteteme9t concernins ton~zse 
meesurement sys ten zpplicebility for the referexe2 vessel. 

The Internetionel Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 
1569, czme fully inxo force on July 1e 1994. uncer the 
provisions of this conve?tion, 2s smo; ~7le.nted tL‘ T--- - * --- rnction21 -1. cz- 
P!z.ritime Orgenizztion (I."!O) F.esolutions A.494(XLI), A.540(13) End 
A.541(13), 5. vesssl meetinc certein criterie mz-,- rex2in the Gross 
tonnece esicnec cruder the preexistins nstional r:orir.cge 
measurement system for the r?urpos? of 2pplyinc requirements of & 
szecific interilct i c n 2 1 csr.~lentions . - In this C‘zSE, The cross 
tannzge zs eppeers cn the Ir,ternctionzl Tcnn~se C~rzifLczte 
(1969) is not eccliceble. -- 

------------- ?2ECLAF..:.TiO?i -------_----- 

T;-.e U C Coast C-iizrd 2ckncwledges whet the rs.f;_r2ncE.c b-~sssl is .C. 
r..-re.n*.t-~; of (-ipitT< CC-l- --- . ic LES rccl_str;- 2p.d (-U,=lifiE,s f.-r rst2inir.c 
the prstxictinc netions 1 
the IntsrnstioG 

cross tonnzce under tke previsions of 
1 Convention on Tcnncse P?e-suraeric of Ships, 

lC69, End releted i?GO resolutions. The preexis tint i-ztionel _ 
CTOSS tonnzce zsicned to this vessel under the Unit?", Ststes 
EesulEtory Tonnege PGzsurznent System is: 

This Tcnnece s:?z11 he csed for the purpose cf de~erz:rirc 
zcolicebility of reqirements under the followir-z internztionel - - 
ccnventions: i) Sefzty of Life et Sea (SOLAS)' , 2s S~~rldZ.rdS of 
Trsininc, Cert ificzricn end Wetchkeeging for Se~Ic~.rers (STCW); 
E.r.i 3 ) FrevEnticln of Follution From Ships (P!.;?F.FOL) _ 

Sincerely, 

J. C. COE 
Czptein, U.S. Cccst C-czrd 
Officer in Ci-z.rse 
Plerine Inspecticr, 


